. Search Strategy for PubMed and Embase databases Table S2 . Excluded studies after reading the full text and corresponding reasons for exclusion Table S3 . Characteristics of included studies on NAFLD and mortality. Table S4 . Results of quality assessment of included studies Figure S1 . Sensitivity analysis on NAFLD and all-cause mortality: the exclusion of a single study in turn. 
disease, and cancer: a meta-analysis
Yan Liu, Guo-Chao Zhong, Hao-Yang Tan, Fa-Bao Hao, Jie-Jun Hu Supplementary Information Table S1 . Search Strategy for PubMed and Embase databases Table S2 . Excluded studies after reading the full text and corresponding reasons for exclusion Table S3 . Characteristics of included studies on NAFLD and mortality. Table S4 . Results of quality assessment of included studies This prospective study utilized NHANES III data, and investigated the association between hepatic steatosis and mortality in the U.S.
population.
Fatty liver and mortality.
Perera et al. 8 
2016
This descriptive study included a total of 120 patients with acute coronary syndrome, and investigated the association between NAFLD NAFLD and mortality from acute coronary syndrome.
and mortality from acute coronary syndrome.
Seko et al. 9 
2015
This retrospective cohort study investigated the predictors of overall mortality in patients with NAFLD.
Data on outcomes of interest were not available.
Onat et al. 10 
This prospective study employed fatty liver index to define fatty liver, and investigated the association between fatty liver and mortality.
Fatty liver index and mortality.
Zoppini et al.
2014
This study investigated the association between chronic liver disease and mortality. However, it only provided risk estimates associated with non-virus, non-alcohol-related chronic liver disease rather than NAFLD.
Pisto et al. 12 
This population-based cohort study investigated the association between fatty liver and mortality.
Haflidadottir et al. 13 
This retrospective study showed that patients with alcoholic fatty liver had higher liver-related mortality than those with NAFLD.
Cheung et al. 14 
This prospective study utilized NHANES III data, and investigated theassociation between NAFLD liver fat score and mortality. Moreover, the reference group was those with high NAFLD liver fat score.
group.
Otgonsuren et al. 15 
2013
This study utilized NHANES III data, and only provided risk estimates of NAFLD and liver-specific mortality.
Duplicate report of included cohort.
Lerchbaum et al. 16 
This prospective cohort study included a total of 3270 patients referred to coronary angiography, and investigated the association between fatty liver index and mortality.
Kim et al. This prospective cohort study investigated the natural course of NAFLD Data on outcomes of interest were in a Chinese population, and showed that patients with NAFLD had higher mortality rates than those without. However, this study did not provide specific risk estimates on NAFLD and mortality.
not available.
Calori et al. 
